HELEN

general politeness which, as he said, takes up the time and
place of real friendship; and as for the intellectual pleasures,
they were, he said, too superficial for him; and his notions of
independence, too, were at this time quite incompatible with
the conventional life of a great capital. His present wish was
to live all the year round in the country, with the woman he
loved, and in the society of a few chosen friends. Helen quite
agreed with him in his taste for the country; she had scarcely
ever known any other life, and yet had always been happy;
and whatever youthful curiosity had been awakened in her
mind as to the pleasures of London had been now absorbed
by stronger and more tender feelings. Her fate in life, she
felt, was fixed, and wherever the man she loved wished to
reside, that, she felt, must be her choice. With these feelings
they arrived at General Clarendon's delightful house in town.

Helen's apartment, and Cecilia's, were on different floors,
and had no communication with each other. It was of little
consequence, as their stay in town was to be but short, yet
Helen could not help observing that Cecilia did not express
any regret at it, as formerly she would have done; it seemed
a symptom of declining affection, of which even the slightest
indication was marked and keenly felt by Helen, the more so
because she had anticipated that such must be the consequence
of all that had passed between them, and there was now no
remedy.

Among the first morning visitors admitted were Lady
Castlefort and Lady Katrine Hawksby. They did not, as it
struck Cecilia, seem surprised to see that Miss Stanley was
Miss Stanley still, though the day for the marriage had been
announced in all the papers as fixed; but they did seem now
full of curiosity to know how it had come to pass, and there
was rather too apparent a hope that something was going
wrong. Their first inquisitive look was met by Lady Cecilia's
careless glance in reply, which said better than words could
express, ' Nothing the matter, do not flatter yourselves.' Then
her expertness at general answers which give no information
completely baffled the two curious impertinents. They could
only learn that the day for the marriage was not fixed, that it
could not be definitively named till some business should be
settled by the General. Law business they supposed, of course.
Lady Cecilia 'knew nothing about it. Lawyers are such pro-
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